THE CHANGELESS PROMISE

INTRODUCTION: In this next part of Paul’s letter, he shares from a human
standpoint that a ratified covenant cannot be changed. He goes on to
emphasize Jesus Christ as being the sole person to fulfill God’s promise
and how this promise is a priority over the law.

Galatians 3:15-18
|. THE PERMANENCE OF THE COVENANT v.75

A. Paul argues from a human standpoint regarding a properly ratified
covenant.

1. The Greek word for “covenant” is “diatheke” which is understood
as a binding contract.

2. It was often used to signify the release of one’s possessions
through death, as in a last will and testament. Hebrews 9:15-17

3. So, the point being made is that after a person dies, his last will
and testament cannot be changed.

B. Paul is utilizing this real-life illustration to emphasize the power of the
new covenant. v.15

1. The Greek word for “confirmed” is “kuroo” which means it has
been authoritatively ratified.

2. It was not a contract drawn up between two people without some
sort of formal agreement.

3. God is the authority that has ratified the New Covenant. Ephesians
2:8-9

C. The point that is being made is that this covenant cannot have
additions and amendments to it.



1. Paul had initially presented to them the new covenant through the
pure Gospel of Jesus.

2. The Judaizers were now trying to add to it.

3. Paul lets them know that even under the rules of man’s contracts,
it doesn’t work that way.

Il. THE PERSON OF THE PROMISE v.76

A. The promise was initially made to Abraham.

1. We can first look at what God said to the serpent. Genesis 3:15,
Matthew 12:34

2. He then clarifies this to Abraham. Genesis 22:18

3. It was through the specific lineage of Abraham that Christ would
be born. John 4:22, Matthew 1:1-2

B. It was made to Abraham and his Seed, not seeds.

1. Through every generation, every child born in the lineage of
Abraham were considered seeds.

2. However, the beginning of the covenant to come, always points
back to Abraham. Galatians 3:6

3. In essence, we can truly “leapfrog” over the law to learn how one
is truly made righteous.

C. Paul clarifies that the Seed is Jesus Christ. v.16

1. Everything from the promise given to Abraham was fulfilled in
Christ.



2. This means that there is not another “seed” coming.

3. Jesus warned us regarding those who would come to say “Here is
the Christ”. Matthew 11:2-3, John 14:6

lll. THE PRIORITY OF PROMISE OVER LAW vv.17-18

A. The promise came 430 years before the law.
1. When you look at the life of Abraham, everything he did in
obedience to God was by faith. Hebrews 11:8,

Hebrews 11:17-19

2. This was true of his descendants all the way through Moses and
beyond. Hebrews 11:39-40

3. Once the Israelites were delivered out of Egypt, a governmental
system was set in place to guide them.

B. These laws did not add to, amend or annul the promise.

1. Remember at the beginning of this passage, Paul is giving the
illustration of a contract.

2. The Greek word for “promise” is “epaggelia” which is the spoken
announcement of promise.

3. If God said it, it is abundantly more solid than any contract man
can implement. Numbers 23:19

C. God bound Himself by His own promise and was committed to see it
accomplished.

1. God did not change His original promise when He gave the law to
Moses.



2. Many Jewish believers looked to the law as the Seed.
Deuteronomy 18:15,18, John 8:28

3. Our spiritual inheritance comes by way of promise and not the law.
v.18

CONCLUSION: The covenant made with Abraham was permanent and
could not be changed. The promise of the covenant was realized through
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This new covenant
supersedes the Mosaic law.



