
THE LAW LEADING TO CHRIST 

INTRODUCTION: The Mosaic law most definitely served a purpose, but it 

did not replace the promise of Christ given to us by God. The law failed to 

bring mankind justification and righteousness, which can now only be found 

by faith in Jesus Christ. Now that Christ has come, those of faith are no 

longer under the guidance of the law. 

Galatians 3:19-25 

 

I. THE PURPOSE OF THE LAW vv.19-20 

A. The law was added because of transgressions. 

 

1. The law served to show people that they were sinful. Romans 7:7 

 

2. In many ways, this was a blessing, because it was not given to any 

other nation. Deuteronomy 7:7-8, Genesis 26:4, 35:10-12 

 

3. Sin came before the law. Genesis 4:6-7 

 

B. The law was designed to last only until Jesus came.  

 

1. God had this in mind from the moment he delivered the law to 

Moses. Colossians 2:13-14 

 

2. The law showed them that they needed a Savior. 1 Corinthians 5:7 

 

3. The impossibility to adhere to the Mosaic law had become obvious 

through man’s repeated failures. 

 

C. The law was delivered by angels through a mediator, unlike the direct 

promise to Abraham. 

 

1. The law was delivered through angels to Moses and then to man. 



 

2. When Abraham received the promise, it came directly from God 

without a mediator. Matthew 23:37 

 

3. When we only receive God’s word through another, doubt can be 

cast upon the one delivering the word. 

 

 

II. THE LAW AND THE PROMISE vv.21-22 

A. The law is not against God’s promises. 

 

1. Nowhere in the Mosaic law is there a nullification of the promise 

given to Abraham. Deuteronomy 9:5 

 

2. This demonstrates the consistency of God’s character. 

 

3. The promises given to Abraham were to be carried through the 

law. Galatians 3:7 

 

B. The law was not intended to give life or righteousness. v. 21 

 

1. The law was incapable of making anyone righteous. 

 

2. Long before Jesus came, God let them know that He would 

establish a new covenant.   Jeremiah 31:31-33 

 

3. The law simply instructed the Jews about God’s demand for 

righteousness. Romans 2:17-18, Romans 2:29 

 

C. The purpose of the law was to confine everyone under sin so that the 

promise could be given to those who believe. v.22 

 

1. This paints a picture of man simply being placed in a prison of sin. 

 



2. Freedom could only come by faith in Christ. John 8:31-36 

 

3. It is a promise by faith apart from the law. Romans 8:2 

 

 

III. THE LAW AS GUARDIAN  vv.23-25 

A. Before faith came, the law held people captive or guarded them. 

 

1. The law kept the Jews in protective custody. 

 

2. The law was an ongoing reminder of a Holy God. 

 

3. It did not bring the Israelites to a place of living by faith but kept 

them in the mode of works. Hebrews 11:32-33 

 

B. The law acted as a tutor until Christ came. 

 

1. The Greek word for tutor is paidagogos which means a servant 

who takes children to school. 

 

2. The law served to lead us to Christ. John 8:31 

 

3. The ultimate goal was that we would be justified by faith in Christ. 

John 1:17, John 14:6 

 

C. The era of the law’s guardianship has now ceased.  

 

1. Jesus conducted the graduation ceremony from the law.     

Matthew 5:17 NLT 

 

2. We no longer need the law to point us to Jesus. 

 

3. We come to Him by faith. Romans 10:13, Romans 10:9-10 



 

CONCLUSION:  The Law was not intended to provide righteousness, but 

was added temporarily to reveal sin, restrain transgressions, and act as a 

guardian until Christ came. It serves to shut up all under sin, driving 

humanity to seek justification by faith alone rather than works.  


